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1
POWER FACTOR CORRECTION CIRCUIT
FOR PROVIDING PROTECTION AGAINST
OVERVOLTAGE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to power factor correction
circuits, and in particular to a power factor correction circuit
capable satistying measures to address overshoot of an output
voltage and generation of ringing sound in a boosting induc-
tance element and such in a case such as activation, a sudden
change of an input, or a sudden change of a load, as well as
reduction of a size and a cost of the devices.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, a switch-mode power supply for power
factor correction rectifies an alternating input voltage using a
bridge diode, and smoothes the rectified output voltage using
a capacitor for a booster-type switch-mode power supply. The
rectified output from the bridge diode is controlled by a choke
coil for the booster-type switch-mode power supply, a switch-
ing semiconductor switch for the booster-type switch-mode
power supply, a rectifier diode for the booster-type switch-
mode power supply, and a power factor correction control
circuit, such that a capacitor charge voltage as an output of the
smoothing electrolytic capacitor when an inputted current is
sinusoidal and a boosting operation is performed becomes an
output voltage set by a resistance for setting an output voltage.
Accordingly, as a feedback control is typically performed in
a booster-type switch-mode power supply so as not to
respond to a commercial frequency, an output response to a
sudden change of an input and a sudden change of a load may
easily delay, and thus overshoot of an output voltage may
easily produced.

Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 9, a conventional technique
described in Patent Literature 1 proposes a direct-current
source circuit provided with: a rectifying means (D10 in
FIG. 9) for rectifying and smoothing a commercial alternat-
ing-current source; a boosting inductance element (.10 in
FIG. 9); a switching means (Q10 in FIG. 9) for connecting
and disconnecting a current through the inductance; a direct
voltage generating means (C20 in FIG. 9) for rectifying and
smoothing an output from the switching means to obtain a
direct output voltage; a switch control means (an output volt-
age control circuit, an oscillation control unit, and a driver in
FIG. 9) for variably controlling a switching frequency of the
switching means based on an excitation voltage of the induc-
tance element and the output, and at least stabilizing an output
from the direct-current source circuit; and a switching opera-
tion stopping means (an overvoltage detecting unit and an
overcurrent detecting unit in FIG. 9) configured to detect a
voltage level corresponding to the commercial alternating-
current source and to stop a switching operation of the switch-
ing means when the voltage level is higher than a predeter-
mined threshold value. According to this direct-current
source circuit, when the voltage level of the commercial alter-
nating-current source is equal to or higher than the predeter-
mined, the switching operation of the switching means in an
active filter is stopped. With this, under a condition such that
the commercial alternating-current source is a high voltage
and with a light load, for example, it is possible to avoid an
excessive increase of the voltage in the inductance element.

However, according to the conventional technique
described in Patent Literature 1, as illustrated in FIG. 10 (FIG.
11is a timing chart showing a timing chart in F1G. 9 in a wider
timeline), in activation when the commercial alternating-cur-
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rent source is applied to the input of the direct-current source
circuit, it is probable that an output voltage steeply increases
and an intermittent oscillating operation of repeatedly oscil-
lating and stopping oscillating may occur. If a cycle of repeat-
ing oscillating and stopping oscillating is within an audible
region, a ringing sound may be possibly produced from the
boosting inductance element and the like. Such a phenom-
enon is particularly noticeable when an input voltage is higher
than an output voltage.

In contrast, a conventional technique described in Patent
Literature 2 proposes a boost-chopper-type power factor cor-
rection power-supply device capable of setting a level of the
output direct voltage to be a predetermined value, and cor-
recting a power factor, and provided with: a rectifier for
rectifying an inputted alternating voltage to obtain an pulsat-
ing voltage; a first switch element for applying the pulsating
voltage to an inductor to supply a current for storing a mag-
netic energy; a second switch element for supplying a current
corresponding to the magnetic energy; a smoothing capacitor
for smoothing the current from the second switch element to
obtain an output direct voltage; and a switch element control-
ler for controlling switching between disconnection and con-
duction of the first switch element. According to the boost-
chopper-type power factor correction power-supply device,
an overvoltage detection signal is generated when the level of
the pulsating voltage is higher than a predetermined threshold
value, and the level of the output direct voltage is changed to
be higher than the predetermined value based on the overvolt-
age detection signal.

Therefore, according to the boost-chopper-type power fac-
tor correction power-supply device, the rectifier rectifies the
inputted alternating voltage and obtains the pulsating voltage,
the first switch element applies the pulsating voltage to the
inductor and supplies the current for storing the magnetic
energy, and the second switch element supplies the current
corresponding to the magnetic energy. The smoothing capaci-
tor smoothes of the current from the second switch and
obtains the output direct voltage, and the switch element
controller controls between disconnection and conduction of
the first switch element. Then, the output direct voltage is set
to be the predetermined value, and the power factor is cor-
rected. Further, the overvoltage detection signal is generated
when a peak value of the pulsating voltage is higher than the
predetermined threshold value, and the value of the output
direct voltage is changed to a level higher than the predeter-
mined value based on the overvoltage detection signal. With
this, a current is prevented from being intermittently supplied
to the inductor. Therefore, according to the boost-chopper-
type power factor correction power-supply device disclosed
in Patent Literature 2, generation of ringing sound in the
boosting inductance element and the like in the direct-current
source circuit of Patent Literature 1 is prevented.

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. H11-332220

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2007-28864

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, as the boost-chopper-type power factor correc-
tion power-supply device disclosed in Patent Literature 2
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generates the overvoltage detection signal when the peak
value of the pulsating voltage is higher than the predeter-
mined threshold value and changes the value of the output
direct voltage to be higher than the predetermined value based
on the overvoltage detection signal, it is necessary to provide
a design considering a voltage resistance of peripheral com-
ponents in view of the fact that the output voltage increases
for a certain period of time. Therefore, the boost-chopper-
type power factor correction power-supply device according
to Patent Literature 2 poses a problem that it is difficult to
reduce a size and a cost of devices.

As described above, according to the conventional tech-
niques described above, it is difficult to provide a power factor
correction circuit capable of satisfying measures to address
overshoot of an output voltage and generation of ringing
sound in a boosting inductance element and such, as well as
reduction of both of a size and a cost of the devices.

Thus, the present invention is made in view of the above
problem, relating to power factor correction circuits, and in
particular aims to provide a power factor correction circuit
capable of reducing ringing sound of a transformer produced
when an overshoot protection is effected in a case such as
activation, a sudden change of an input, or a sudden change of
a load.

Solution to Problem

In order to address the above problem, the present inven-
tion proposes the following matters. It should be noted that for
the sake of facilitation of understanding, the description is
given with reference numerals corresponding to, but not lim-
ited to, those added to components in embodiments of the
present invention.

(1) The present invention proposes a power factor correc-
tion circuit provided with: an input diode configured to rectify
commercial input power (e.g., corresponding to D1 in FIG.
1); a choke coil having one terminal connected to the input
diode (e.g., corresponding to L1 in FIG. 1); an output diode
having an anode terminal connected to the other terminal of
the choke coil (e.g., corresponding to D2 in FIG. 1); an output
capacitor having a positive terminal connected to a cathode
terminal of the output diode (e.g., corresponding to C4 in FI1G.
1); a switching element connected between a contact point
and a negative terminal of the output capacitor, the contact
point locating between the anode terminal of the output diode
and the other terminal of the choke coil (e.g., corresponding
to Q1 in FIG. 1); and a control circuit configured to control
turning on and off of the switching element (e.g., correspond-
ing to a control circuit 10 in FIG. 1), wherein a voltage of the
commercial input power is boosted, a direct voltage from the
output capacitor is outputted, and electricity is supplied to a
load side, and the control circuit includes: an output voltage
control circuit configured to constant voltage-control a
capacitor charge voltage of the output capacitor to be a first
voltage value (e.g., corresponding to an output voltage con-
trol circuit 300 in FIG. 2); an overvoltage detecting unit
configured to detect a second voltage value to generate a first
overvoltage detection signal, when the capacitor charge volt-
age of the output capacitor reaches the second voltage value
higher than the first voltage value (e.g., corresponding to an
overvoltage detecting unit 400 in FIG. 2); a current limiting
unit configured to detect a value of a switching current
through the switching element, determine a limiting value of
the switching current, and limit the value of the switching
current to the limiting value (e.g., corresponding to a current
limiting unit 500 in FIG. 2); and a limiting value changing
unit configured to cause the current limiting unit to change the
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limiting value to decrease the value of the switching current
based on the first overvoltage detection signal when the over-
voltage detecting unit has detected the second voltage value
(e.g., corresponding to a limiting value changing unit 600 in
FIG. 2).

According to the invention, the output voltage control cir-
cuit performs constant voltage-control such that the capacitor
charge voltage of the output capacitor corresponds to the first
voltage value, and when the capacitor charge voltage of the
output capacitor reaches the second voltage value higher than
the first voltage value, the overvoltage detecting unit detects
the second voltage value. Further, the current limiting unit
detects the value of the switching current through the switch-
ing element, and the limiting value of the switching current is
determined. Then, the switching current is limited to the
limiting value, and when the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the second voltage value, the limiting value changing
unit causes the current limiting unit to change the limiting
value so as to decrease the value of the switching current.

(2) The present invention proposes the power factor cor-
rection circuit according to (1), wherein when the overvoltage
detecting unit detects that the capacitor charge voltage of the
output capacitor is higher than the second voltage value after
the overvoltage detecting unit has detected the second voltage
value, the limiting value changing unit causes the current
limiting unit to change the limiting value so as to further
decrease the value of the switching current to be lower than
the value of the switching current caused to decrease when the
overvoltage detecting unit detects the second voltage value.

According to the invention, when the overvoltage detecting
unit detects that the capacitor charge voltage of the output
capacitor is higher than the second voltage value after the
overvoltage detecting unit has detected the second voltage
value, the current limiting unit is caused to change the limit-
ing value so as to further decrease the level of the switching
current to be lower than the value of the switching current
caused to decrease when the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the second voltage value.

(3) The present invention proposes the power factor cor-
rection circuit according to (2), wherein the current limiting
unit is constituted by a comparator having: a negative termi-
nal connected to a reference power source corresponding to
the first voltage value; an output connected to an oscillation
control unit configured to control oscillation of the switching
element (e.g., corresponding to a COMP 501 in FIG. 3); and
a positive terminal supplied with a signal obtained by super-
imposing a current level signal corresponding to the value of
the switching current and a limiting value changing signal
outputted from the limiting value changing unit for causing
the current limiting unit to change the limiting value.

According to the invention, the current limiting unit is
constituted by a comparator having: the negative terminal
connected to the reference power source corresponding to the
first voltage value; the output connected to the oscillation
control unit configured to control oscillation of the switching
element; and the positive terminal supplied with the signal
obtained by superimposing the current level signal corre-
sponding to the value of the switching current and the limiting
value changing signal outputted from the limiting value
changing unit for causing the current limiting unit to change
the limiting value.

(4) The present invention proposes the power factor cor-
rection circuit according to either (1) or (2), wherein the
control circuit includes an oscillation latch unit configured to
discontinue and hold a switching operation of the switching
element (e.g., corresponding to an oscillation control unit 210
in FIG. 6), and when the capacitor charge voltage of the
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output capacitor reaches a third voltage value higher than the
second voltage value, the overvoltage detecting unit detects
the third voltage value to generate a second overvoltage
detection signal, and controls the oscillation latch unit dis-
continues and holds the switching of the switching element
based on the second overvoltage detection signal.

According to the invention, when the capacitor charge
voltage of the output capacitor reaches the third voltage value
higher than the second voltage value, the control circuit
causes the overvoltage detecting unit to detect the third volt-
age value, and the oscillation latch unit to discontinue and
hold the switching of the switching element.

(5) The present invention proposes the power factor cor-
rection circuit according to one of (1) to (4), wherein the
control circuit includes a limiting value change end transmis-
sion unit configured to transmit a limiting value change end
signal to the load side at timing when a state in which the
limiting value changing unit has caused the current limiting
unit to change the limiting value resumes to a state before the
change, the limiting value change end signal indicating an
end of the change of the limiting value (e.g., corresponding to
a limiting value change end transmission unit 700 in FIG. 8).

According to the invention, the control circuit is configured
such that the limiting value change end signal indicating that
the change ofthe limiting value has ended is transmitted to the
load side at the timing when the state in which the limiting
value changing unit causes the current limiting unit to change
the limiting value resumes to the state before the change.

Effects of Invention

According to the invention of the claim 1, the output volt-
age control circuit performs constant voltage-control such
that the capacitor charge voltage of the output capacitor cor-
responds to the first voltage value, and when the capacitor
charge voltage of the output capacitor reaches the second
voltage value higher than the first voltage value, the overvolt-
age detecting unit detects the second voltage value. Further,
the current limiting unit detects the value of the switching
current through the switching element, the limiting value of
the level of the switching current is determined along with
this, and the value of the switching current is limited to the
limiting value. Then, when the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the second voltage value, the limiting value changing
unit causes the current limiting unit to change the limiting
value so as to decrease the level of the switching current.
Accordingly, an effect is provided that even under a condition
that the output voltage of the booster-type switch-mode
power supply is susceptible to overshoot, it is possible to
decrease the switching current comparatively easily when the
output voltage is in an overshoot state. As a result, an effect is
provided that it is possible to suppress an increase of the
output voltage, and to prevent generation of ringing sound in
a transformer. In addition, an effect is provided that as a
complicated control circuit is not required, it is possible to
provide a booster-type switch-mode power supply capable of
satisfying reduction of both of a size and a cost of the devices.

According to the invention of the claim 2, even under the
condition that the output voltage of the booster-type switch-
mode power supply is susceptible to overshoot, it is possible
to further decrease the switching current comparatively easily
when the output voltage is in the overshoot state. As a result,
an effect is provided that it is possible to further suppress the
output voltage, and to further prevent generation of ringing
sound in the transformer. In particular, when a self-excited
power source is used, there is a case in which an intermittent
oscillation operation in an audible frequency band occurs
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under a condition of a light load. However, as the value of the
switching current is decreased even lower than that in the case
in which the overvoltage detecting unit detects the second
voltage value, an effect is provided that it is also possible in
this case to reduce the generation of ringing sound in the
transformer. It should be noted that while there is a case in
which a continuous oscillation occurs instead of an intermit-
tent operation under the condition of a light load when a
self-excited power source is used, it should be understood that
the effect is also provided that it is possible in this case to
reduce the generation of ringing sound in the transformer.

According to the invention of the claim 3, the current
limiting unit is constituted by a comparator having: the nega-
tive terminal connected to the reference power source corre-
sponding to the first voltage value; the output connected to the
oscillation control unit configured to control oscillation of the
switching element; and the positive terminal supplied with
the signal obtained by superimposing the current level signal
corresponding to the value of the switching current and the
limiting value changing signal outputted from the limiting
value changing unit for causing the current limiting unit to
change the limiting value. Therefore, an effect is provided
that it is possible to change the limiting value by changing a
threshold value equivalently with a simple mode of connect-
ing an output signal from the limiting value changing unit to
the positive terminal of an overcurrent detecting circuit con-
figured by a common comparator.

According to the invention of the claim 4, an effect is
provided that the overvoltage detecting unit detects the third
voltage value when the capacitor charge voltage of the output
capacitor reaches the third voltage value higher than the sec-
ond voltage value, and controls the oscillation control unit to
discontinue and hold the switching of the switching element.
Thus, even when the output voltage is in the overshoot state
and increases up to the third voltage value, it is possible to
stop the power factor correction circuit reliably and easily.

According to the invention of the claim 5, the control
circuit is configured such that the limiting value change end
signal indicating that the change of the limiting value has
ended is transmitted to the load side at the timing when the
state in which the limiting value changing unit causes the
current limiting unit to change the limiting value resumes to
the state before the change. Accordingly, as the information
that the current limiting level of the switching current is
limited to the limiting value is transmitted to the load side, an
effect is provided that when another electric circuit is con-
nected to the output of the power factor correction circuit
according to the present invention, for example, it is possible
to prohibit the operation of this electric circuit even when the
output voltage of the power factor correction circuit is not
stably constant voltage-controlled at the first voltage value by
controlling an operation of the electric circuit based on the
limiting value change end information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a circuit configuration of a
power factor correction circuit according to embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a first circuit block diagram of a control circuit
used in the power factor correction circuit according to the
first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a peripheral circuitry configurational diagram of
an overvoltage detecting unit, a current limiting unit, and a
limiting value changing unit in the control circuit according to
the first embodiment.
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FIG. 4 is a chart showing a timing chart including an actual
switching current waveform in a wider timeline when acti-
vating the power factor correction circuit according to the first
embodiment with a light load.

FIG. 5 is an operational timing chart including an average
switching current waveform when activating the power factor
correction circuit according to the first embodiment with a
light load.

FIG. 6 is a peripheral circuitry block diagram of an over-
voltage detecting unit, a current limiting unit, and a limiting
value changing unit in the control circuit according to the
second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a peripheral circuitry configurational diagram of
an overvoltage detecting unit, a current limiting unit, and a
limiting value changing unit in the control circuit according to
the second embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a peripheral circuitry block diagram of an over-
voltage detecting unit, a current limiting unit, and a limiting
value changing unit in the control circuit according to the
third embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating a circuit configuration of a
power factor correction circuit according to a conventional
example.

FIG. 10 is an operational timing chart when activating the
power factor correction circuit according to according to the
conventional example.

FIG. 11 is a timing chart showing the timing chart in FIG.
10 in a wider timeline.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

It should be noted that components in the embodiments are
replaced by existing components and the like as needed, and
there may be wide variations including combinations with
other existing components. Therefore, the description of the
embodiments will not restrict contents of the invention
defined in the claims.

In the following, a power factor correction circuit accord-
ing to the present invention will be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 8. It should be noted that, the
power factor correction circuit according to the embodiments
is configured to apply alternating-current power of 100 V
(effective value), take out direct-current power of a 300-V
output direct voltage from between an output terminal VOUT
and a terminal GND, and supply the voltage to a load.
<Circuit Configuration of Power Factor Correction Circuit>

A circuit configuration of the power factor correction cir-
cuit according to the embodiments will be described with
reference to FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 1, the power factor correction circuit
according to the embodiments is provided with: a commercial
power source VIN configured to supply alternating-current
power; a rectifier circuit 20 including a bridge rectifier circuit
D1 having four diodes in bridge connection and configured to
perform full-wave rectification to an alternating voltage and a
rectifier capacitor C1 configured to smooth an output from the
bridge rectifier circuit D1; a choke coil LL1; a switching ele-
ment Q1; resistances R1, R2, R3, and R4; capacitors C2, C3,
and C4; a control circuit 10; and a diode D2.

The commercial power source VIN configured to supply
alternating-current power is connected to an input side of the
bridge rectifier circuit D1. An output side of the bridge recti-
fier circuit D1 is connected to one terminal of the smoothing
capacitor C1 and one terminal of the choke coil L1. It should
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be noted that the other terminal of the smoothing capacitor C1
is grounded. Further, the choke coil L1 has a function of
storing and discharging a magnetic energy.

The other terminal of the choke coil L1 is connected to a
source of the switching element Q1 and to an anode of the
diode D2. A gate of the switching element Q1 is connected to
a VGP terminal of the control circuit 10, and operated based
on a drive signal supplied from the VGP terminal. A drain of
the switching element Q1 is connected to one terminals of the
resistances R1 and R2, the other terminal of the resistance R2
is connected to one terminal of the capacitor C2 and a CSP
terminal of the control circuit 10, and a current level signal is
supplied to the control circuit 10 through the resistance R2. It
should be noted that both of the other terminals of the resis-
tance R1 and the capacitor C2 are grounded.

A cathode of the diode D2 is connected to the output
terminal VOUT. Further, between the output terminal VOUT
and the ground, a voltage-dividing circuit constituted by the
resistances R3 and R4 and the output capacitor C4 are pro-
vided. Moreover, a contact point between the resistances R3
and R4 constituting the voltage-dividing circuit is connected
to an FBP terminal of the control circuit 10, and an output
voltage level signal is supplied from the voltage-dividing
circuit to the control circuit 10. Furthermore, between the
FBP terminal of the control circuit 10 and the ground, the
capacitor C3 is provided.

First Embodiment

The first embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 2 through FIG. 5. It should
be noted that according to this embodiment, when an output
voltage exceeds a second voltage value, a switching current is
suppressed to a current value lower than that in OCP (over-
current detection).
<Configurational Blocks within Control Circuit>

Configurational blocks of the control circuit according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 2, the control circuit 10 according to this
embodiment is provided with a driver unit 100, an oscillation
control unit 200, an output voltage control circuit 300, an
overvoltage detecting unit 400, a current limiting unit 500,
and a limiting value changing unit 600.

Here, the output voltage control circuit 300 performs con-
stant voltage-control such that the value of the output voltage
corresponds to a first voltage value by inputting an output
voltage level signal corresponding to a capacitor charge volt-
age of the output capacitor C4 through the FBP terminal, and
by outputting an output voltage control signal to the oscilla-
tion control unit 200 based on the inputted output voltage
level signal.

In a steady state, the oscillation control unit 200 generates
a trigger signal for controlling oscillation according to the
output voltage control signal inputted from the output voltage
control circuit 300, and supplies the trigger signal to the driver
unit 100. The driver unit 100 generates a drive signal accord-
ing to the trigger signal inputted from the oscillation control
unit 200, and supplies the drive signal to the gate of the
switching element Q1 via the VGP terminal.

On the other hand, when the output voltage level signal
corresponding to the capacitor charge voltage of the output
capacitor C4 has been inputted through the FBP terminal, and
the inputted output voltage level signal has reached a second
voltage value higher than the first voltage value, the overvolt-
age detecting unit 400 detects the second voltage value, gen-
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erates an overvoltage detection signal, and supplies the over-
voltage detection signal to the limiting value changing unit
600.

When the overvoltage detecting unit 400 has detected the
second voltage value, the limiting value changing unit 600
outputs a limiting value changing signal for causing the cur-
rent limiting unit 500 to change a limiting value so as to
decrease the value of the current. The current limiting unit
500 determines the limiting value of the current based on a
voltage value obtained by superimposing the limiting value
changing signal on the inputted current level signal and based
on a reference voltage value, and limits the current value to
the limiting value.
<Circuit Configurations of Main Components within Control
Circuit>

Circuit configurations of main components within the con-
trol circuit according to this embodiment will be described
with reference to FIG. 3. The circuit configurations of the
main components (the overvoltage detecting unit 400, the
current limiting unit 500, and the limiting value changing unit
600) within the control circuit 10 according to this embodi-
ment are as illustrated in FIG. 3.

Specifically, the overvoltage detecting unit 400 is provided
with a comparator COMP 401, and a second voltage source
Vovp corresponding to the second voltage value. A negative
input terminal of the comparator COMP 401 is connected to
the FBP terminal of the control circuit 10, and supplied with
the output voltage level signal. A positive input terminal of the
comparator COMP 401 is connected to the second voltage
source Vovp. Further, an output terminal of the comparator
COMP 401 generates a Low-level overvoltage detection sig-
nal when the output voltage is in an overvoltage state, and
outputs the signal to the limiting value changing unit 600.

The limiting value changing unit 600 is provided with
resistances R601, R602, and R603, and a transistor Q601.
Oneterminal of the resistance R602 is connected to the output
terminal ofthe comparator COMP 401 within the overvoltage
detecting unit 400. The other terminal of the resistance R602
is connected to a based of the transistor Q601 and one termi-
nal of the resistance R601. The other terminal of the resis-
tance R601 is connected to a power source and an emitter of
the transistor Q601. One terminal of the resistance R603 is
connected to a collector of the transistor Q601, and the other
terminal of the resistance R603 is connected to the current
limiting unit 500. Further, when a Low-level signal is output-
ted from the output terminal of the comparator COMP 401
within the overvoltage detecting unit 400, the transistor Q601
is turned to an ON state, and a High-level signal is outputted
to the current limiting unit 500. In addition, a level of the
High-level signal outputted to the current limiting unit 500 is
set by the resistance R603.

The current limiting unit 500 is provided with a comparator
COMP 501 and a reference voltage source Vocp. A negative
input terminal of the comparator COMP 501 is connected to
the reference voltage source Vocp. A positive input terminal
of'the comparator COMP 501 is connected to the CSP termi-
nal of the control circuit and an output terminal of the limiting
value changing unit 600.

When the output voltage is not in the overvoltage state, the
current limiting unit 500 compares the current level signal
supplied from the CSP terminal with a value of the reference
voltage source Vocp, and if a value of the current level signal
is higher than the value of the reference voltage source Vocp,
outputs a High-level current limiting signal to the oscillation
control unit 200 to stop oscillation.

On the other hand, when the output voltage is in the over-
voltage state, the current limiting unit 500 compares a level of
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a signal obtained by superimposing the limiting value chang-
ing signal supplied from the limiting value changing unit 600
on the current level signal supplied from the CSP terminal
with the value of the reference voltage source Vocp, thereby
equivalently functioning to decrease a threshold value, and if
the output voltage exceeds the second voltage value, outputs
an output signal from the COMP 501 to the oscillation control
unit 200. With this, the current limiting unit 500 controls to
cause the oscillation control unit 200 to decrease the switch-
ing current.

In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 3 through FIG. 5,
when the output voltage exceeds the second voltage value, the
overvoltage detecting unit 400 generates the Low-level over-
voltage detection signal and outputs this signal to the limiting
value changing unit 600. In the limiting value changing unit
600, when a Low-level signal is outputted from the output
terminal the comparator COMP 401 within the overvoltage
detecting unit 400, the transistor Q601 is turned to the ON
state, and a High-level signal set by the resistance R603 is
outputted to the current limiting unit 500.

Then, to the positive input terminal of the COMP 501
within the current limiting unit 500, the signal obtained by
superimposing the current level signal set by the resistance
R603 within the limiting value changing unit 600 and the
limiting value changing signal is inputted. On the other hand,
to the negative input terminal of the COMP 501, the static
reference voltage source Vocp is connected. Therefore, the
threshold value decreases equivalently. As oscillation stops
when the threshold value decreases and the current limiting
unit 500 outputs the current limiting signal to the oscillation
control unit 200, the current decreases and the level of the
current level signal drops.

Then, the signal level at the positive input terminal of the
COMP 501 decreases, and if drops down below the value of
the reference voltage source Vocp, supply of the current lim-
iting signal to the oscillation control unit 200 stops. With this,
when the oscillation control unit 200 starts oscillation, the
current increases, and the level of the current level signal
rises. With this, when the signal level at the positive input
terminal of the COMP 501 increases and exceeds the refer-
ence voltage source Vocp, the current limiting signal is sup-
plied to the oscillation control unit 200. The above operation
is repeated until the output voltage becomes lower than the
second voltage value.

It should be noted that as it is configured such that the
threshold value decreases equivalently, the switching current
during a period in which the limiting value changing signal is
at High level shows a waveform having the same inclination
and a lower crest value, as illustrated in FIG. 4. Further, as it
is configured such that the threshold value decreases, it is
turned to be an oscillation stopping state as soon as the oscil-
lation starts, and a frequency of the waveform of the switch-
ing current is shorter than usual. FIG. 5 shows the switching
current by an average current when the limiting value chang-
ing signal is at High level. As illustrated here, it can be seen
that even when the limiting value changing signal is at High
level, the oscillation does not stop at all and the current level
is suppressed low.

Therefore, according to this embodiment, the output volt-
age control circuit performs constant voltage-control such
that the capacitor charge voltage of the output capacitor cor-
responds to the first voltage value, and when the capacitor
charge voltage of the output capacitor reaches the second
voltage value higher than the first voltage value, the overvolt-
age detecting unit detects the second voltage value. Further,
the current limiting unit detects the value of the switching
current through the switching element, the limiting value of
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the level of the switching current is determined along with
this, and the value of the switching current is limited to the
limiting value. Then, when the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the second voltage value, the limiting value changing
unit causes the current limiting unit to change the limiting
value so as to decrease the level of the switching current.
Accordingly, evenunder a condition that the output voltage of
the booster-type switch-mode power supply is susceptible to
overshoot, it is possible to decrease the switching current
comparatively easily by setting the resistance R603 when the
output voltage is in an overshoot state. It should be noted that
when the output voltage is in the overshoot state, the level of
the switching current is set such that the output voltage is
equal to or lower than a third voltage value. As a result, it is
possible to suppress an increase of the output voltage, and to
prevent generation of ringing sound in a transformer. In addi-
tion, as a complicated control circuit is not required, it is
possible to provide a booster-type switch-mode power supply
capable of satistying reduction of both of a size and a cost of
the devices.

Further, even under the condition that the output voltage of
the booster-type switch-mode power supply is susceptible to
overshoot, it is possible to further decrease the switching
current comparatively easily by setting the resistance R603
when the output voltage is in the overshoot state. As a result,
it is possible to further suppress the output voltage, and to
further prevent generation of ringing sound in the trans-
former. In addition, if the power factor correction circuit 1 is
a self-excited power source, for example, there is a case in
which an intermittent oscillation operation in an audible fre-
quency band occurs under a condition of a light load. How-
ever, as the value of the switching current is decreased even
lower than that in the case in which the overvoltage detecting
unit 400 detects the second voltage value, it is also possible in
this case to reduce the generation of ringing sound in the
transformer. It should be noted that while there is a case in
which a continuous oscillation occurs instead of an intermit-
tent operation under the condition of a light load when the
power factor correction circuit 1 is a self-excited power
source, it should be understood that it is possible in this case
to reduce the generation of ringing sound in the transformer.

Second Embodiment

The second embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7. It should be
noted that according to this embodiment, when the overvolt-
age detecting unit detects the third voltage value that is higher
than the second voltage value, the switching of the switching
element is controlled to be discontinued and held.
<Configurational Blocks within Control Circuit>

Configurational blocks of the control circuit according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 6.

Referring to FIG. 6, the control circuit 10 according to this
embodiment is provided with the driver unit 100, an oscilla-
tion control unit 210, the output voltage control circuit 300, an
overvoltage detecting unit 410, the current limiting unit 500,
and the limiting value changing unit 600. It should be noted
that components denoted by the same reference numerals as
those in the first embodiment have the same functions as those
in the first embodiment, and therefore detailed descriptions
for such components shall be omitted.

The overvoltage detecting unit 410 is provided with the
functions of being supplied with the output voltage level
signal corresponding to the capacitor charge voltage of the
output capacitor C4 from the FBP terminal, detecting that the
inputted output voltage level signal is at the second voltage
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value that is higher than the first voltage value, generating a
first overvoltage detection signal, and supplying the overvolt-
age detection signal to the limiting value changing unit 600,
and in addition configured to detect the third voltage value
that is higher than the second voltage value, generate a second
overvoltage detection signal, and supply the second overvolt-
age detection signal to the oscillation control unit 210.

The oscillation control unit 210 controls to stop oscillation
when the second overvoltage detection signal is inputted.
<Circuit Configurations of Main Components within Control
Circuit>

Circuit configurations of main components within the con-
trol circuit according to this embodiment will be described
with reference to FIG. 7. The circuit configurations of the
main components (the overvoltage detecting unit 410, the
current limiting unit 500, and the limiting value changing unit
600) within the control circuit 10 according to this embodi-
ment areas illustrated in FIG. 7. It should be noted that com-
ponents denoted by the same reference numerals as those in
the first embodiment have the same functions as those in the
first embodiment, and therefore detailed descriptions for such
components shall be omitted.

The overvoltage detecting unit 410 is provided with a first
circuit block including the comparator COMP 401 and a third
voltage source Vovpl corresponding to the second voltage
value, and a second circuit block including a comparator
COMP 402 and a fourth voltage source Vovp2 corresponding
to the third voltage value.

Here, a negative input terminal of the comparator COMP
402 within the second circuit block is connected to the FBP
terminal of the control circuit 10, and supplied with the output
voltage level signal. A positive input terminal of the compara-
tor COMP 402 is connected to the fourth voltage source
Vovp2. Further, an output terminal of the comparator COMP
402 generates a Low-level second overvoltage detection sig-
nal when the output voltage is higher than the third voltage
value, and outputs this signal to the oscillation control unit
210.

Therefore, according to this embodiment, the overvoltage
detecting unit detects the third voltage value when the capaci-
tor charge voltage of the output capacitor reaches the third
voltage value higher than the second voltage value, and con-
trols the oscillation control unit to discontinue and hold the
switching of the switching element. Thus, even when the
output voltage is in the overshoot state and increases up to the
third voltage value, it is possible to stop the power factor
correction circuit reliably and easily.

Third Embodiment

The third embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 5 and FIG. 8. It should be
noted that according to this embodiment, a limiting value
change end signal indicating that the change of the limiting
value has ended is transmitted to a load side at timing when
the state in which the limiting value changing unit causes the
current limiting unit to change the limiting value resumes to a
state before the change.
<Configurational Blocks within Control Circuit>

Configurational blocks of the control circuit according to
this embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 8.

Referring to FIG. 8, the control circuit 10 according to this
embodiment is provided with the driver unit 100, the oscilla-
tion control unit 210, the output voltage control circuit 300,
the overvoltage detecting unit 410, the current limiting unit
500, the limiting value changing unit 600, and a limiting value
change end transmission unit 700. It should be noted that
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components denoted by the same reference numerals as those
in the second embodiment have the same functions as those in
the second embodiment, and therefore detailed descriptions
for such components shall be omitted.

The limiting value change end transmission unit 700 trans-
mits a limiting value change end signal indicating that the
change of the limiting value has ended to a load side at timing
when the state in which the limiting value changing unit 600
causes the current limiting unit 500 to change the limiting
value resumes to the state before the change.

Specifically, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 5, a falling
edge of the limiting value changing signal is detected, and a
limiting value change end detection signal whose logic is
shifted from High level to Low level is generated and trans-
mitted to the load side.

Therefore, according to this embodiment, the limiting
value change end signal indicating that the change of the
limiting value has ended is transmitted to the load side at the
timing when the state in which the limiting value changing
unit causes the current limiting unit to change the limiting
value resumes to the state before the change. Accordingly, as
the information that the current limiting level of the switching
current is limited to the limiting value is transmitted to the
load side, when another electric circuit is connected to the
output of the power factor correction circuit according to the
present invention, for example, it is possible to prohibit the
operation of this electric circuit even when the output voltage
of the power factor correction circuit is not stably constant
voltage-controlled at the first voltage value, by controlling an
operation of the electric circuit based on the limiting value
change end information.

As described above, the embodiments of the present inven-
tion has been described with reference to the drawings. How-
ever, specific configurations shall not be limited to these
embodiments, and include designs and such without depart-
ing the scope and the spirit of the invention.

REFERENCE MARKS IN THE DRAWINGS

1 Power Factor Correction Circuit
10 Control Circuit

20 Rectifier Circuit

30 Output Voltage Setting Circuit
100 Driver Unit

200 Oscillation Control Unit

210 Oscillation Control Unit

300 Output Voltage Control Circuit
400 Overvoltage Detecting Unit
410 Overvoltage Detecting Unit
500 Current Limiting Unit

600 Limiting Value Changing Unit
700 Limiting Value Change End Transmission Unit
C1 Capacitor

C2 Capacitor

C3 Capacitor

C4 Capacitor

COMP 401 Comparator

COMP 402 Comparator

COMP 501 Comparator

D1 Bridge Rectifier Circuit

D2 Diode

L1 Choke Coil

Q1 Switching Element

Q601 Transistor

R1 Resistance

R2 Resistance
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R4 Resistance

R601 Resistance

R602 Resistance

R603 Resistance

VIN Commercial Power Source
Vocp Reference Voltage Source
Vovp Second Voltage Source
Vovp1 Third Voltage Source
Vovp2 Fourth Voltage Source

The invention claimed is:

1. A power factor correction circuit comprising:

an input diode configured to rectify commercial input

power;

a choke coil having one terminal connected to the input

diode;

an output diode having an anode terminal connected to the

other terminal of the choke coil;

an output capacitor having a positive terminal connected to

a cathode terminal of the output diode;

a switching element connected between a contact point and

a negative terminal of the output capacitor, the contact

point locating between the anode terminal of the output

diode and the other terminal of the choke coil; and

a control circuit configured to control turning on and off of

the switching element,

wherein a voltage of the commercial input power is

boosted, a direct voltage from the output capacitor is

outputted, and electricity is supplied to a load side, and
the control circuit includes:

an output voltage control circuit configured to perform
constant voltage-control so that a capacitor charge
voltage of the output capacitor may be a first voltage
value;

an overvoltage detecting unit configured to detect a sec-
ond voltage value to generate a first overvoltage
detection signal, when the capacitor charge voltage of
the output capacitor reaches the second voltage value
higher than the first voltage value;

a current limiting unit configured to detect a value of a
switching current through the switching clement,
determine a limiting value of a level of the switching
current, and limit the value of the switching current to
the limiting value; and

a limiting value changing unit configured to output a
limiting value changing signal to cause the current
limiting unit to change the limiting value to decrease
the level of the switching current based on the first
overvoltage detection signal when the overvoltage
detecting unit has detected the second voltage value,
and

wherein the current limiting unit changes the limiting value
based on a signal obtained by superimposing a current level
signal corresponding to the value of the switching current and
a limiting value changing signal outputted from the limiting
value changing unit for causing the current limiting unit to
change the limiting value.

2. The power factor correction circuit according to claim 1,
wherein when the overvoltage detecting unit detects that the
capacitor charge voltage of the output capacitor is higher than
the second voltage value after the overvoltage detecting unit
has detected the second voltage value, the limiting value
changing unit causes the current limiting unit to change the
limiting value so as to further decrease the value of the switch-
ing current to be lower than the value of the switching current
caused to decrease when the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the second voltage value.
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3. The power factor correction circuit according to claim 2,
wherein the current limiting unit is constituted by a compara-
tor having: a negative terminal connected to a reference
power source corresponding to the first voltage value; an
output connected to an oscillation control unit configured to
control oscillation of the switching element; and a positive
terminal supplied with a signal obtained by superimposing
the current level signal corresponding to the value of the
switching current and the limiting value changing signal out-
putted from the limiting value changing unit for causing the
current limiting unit to change the limiting value.

4. The power factor correction circuit according to 1,
wherein the control circuit includes an oscillation latch unit
configured to discontinue and hold a switching operation of
the switching element, when the capacitor charge voltage of
the output capacitor reaches a third voltage value higher than
the second voltage value, the overvoltage detecting unit
detects the third voltage value to generate a second overvolt-
age detection signal, and the oscillation latch unit discontin-
ues and holds the switching of the switching element based on
the second overvoltage detection signal.

5. The power factor correction circuit according to claim 1,
wherein the control circuit includes a limiting value change
end transmission unit configured to transmit a limiting value
change end signal to the load side at timing when a state in
which the limiting value changing unit has caused the current
limiting unit to change the limiting value resumes to a state
before the change, the limiting value change end signal indi-
cating an end of the change of the limiting value.

6. A power factor correction circuit comprising:

an input diode configured to rectify commercial input

power;

a choke coil having one terminal connected to the input

diode;

an output diode having an anode terminal connected to the

other terminal of the choke coil;
an output capacitor having a positive terminal connected to
a cathode terminal of the output diode;

aswitching element connected between a contact point and
a negative terminal of the output capacitor, the contact
point locating between the anode terminal of the output
diode and the other terminal of the choke coil; and

a control circuit configured to control turning on and off of

the switching element, wherein
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avoltage ofthe commercial input power is boosted, a direct
voltage from the output capacitor is outputted, and elec-
tricity is supplied to a load side, and

the control circuit includes:

an output voltage control circuit configured to perform
constant voltage-control so that a capacitor charge
voltage of the output capacitor may be a first voltage
value;

an overvoltage detecting unit configured to detect a sec-
ond voltage value to generate a first overvoltage
detection signal, when the capacitor charge voltage of
the output capacitor reaches the second voltage value
higher than the first voltage value;

a current limiting unit configured to detect a value of a
switching current through the switching clement,
determine a limiting value of a level of the switching
current, and limit the value of the switching current to
the limiting value; and

a limiting value changing unit configured to cause the
current limiting unit to change the limiting value to
decrease the level of the switching current based on
the first overvoltage detection signal when the over-
voltage detecting unit has detected the second voltage
value,

wherein when the overvoltage detecting unit detects that
the capacitor charge voltage of the output capacitor is
higher than the second voltage value after the overvolt-
age detecting unit has detected the second voltage value,

the limiting value changing unit causes the current lim-

iting unit to change the limiting value so as to further

decrease the value of the switching current to be lower
than the value of the switching current caused to
decrease when the overvoltage detecting unit detects the
second voltage value, and

wherein the current limiting unit is constituted by a com-
parator having: a negative terminal connected to a ref-
erence power source corresponding to the first voltage
value; an output connected to an oscillation control unit
configured to control oscillation of the switching ele-
ment; and a positive terminal supplied with a signal
obtained by superimposing a current level signal corre-

sponding to the value of the switching current and a

limiting value changing signal outputted from the lim-

iting value changing unit for causing the current limiting

unit to change the limiting value.
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